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ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATIONS — AVONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.49 pm]: I am conscious that other 
members want to make a statement, so I will be brief. Like many members of Parliament this week and next week, 
I attended a school Anzac Day service at Avonvale Primary School in Northam yesterday, on behalf of the Minister 
for Education and Training. I wanted to acknowledge the great service that I attended and thank the school very 
much for the invitation. Avonvale school in Northam has faced its fair share of challenges. It was terrific to see 
the school community come together yesterday to celebrate Anzac Day. I send a special shout out to the principal, 
Adam Marchant, and Tayla, who helped organise the day. We had a lovely welcome to country by Mr Davis and 
Brianna. A lot of students stepped out of their comfort zones to take part in the service. I was very impressed and 
proud of them all. We heard from Leevi, Hayley, Marley, Holly, Alice, Cameron, Wayne, Olivia, Kishorn, 
Luhkkin, Ollisha and Jamie-Lee—students who got up yesterday and contributed to the service. The students got 
together and sang the Lee Kernaghan song Spirit of the Anzacs. They did a great job of that. They sang particularly 
well and they sang with great spirit. 

There was also a representative from the local RSL, Donna Prytulak, who I believe is also the deputy president of 
the RSL in WA. There was a bugler present. It is always terrific to have a live bugle performance. Luis Lim played 
the bugle for us. The Last Post sends a shiver up our spine especially when in such a moving setting. Other 
members of the RSL were also there. It was a terrific day. I want to acknowledge the great work of the school 
community. Not every school holds an Anzac Day service like that. It was great to be part of it. I would sincerely 
like to thank the school for the invitation and sincerely thank everyone in the school community. A lot of parents 
came along and showed their support for the school as well. It was great to be there. 

It was also particularly pleasing to announce that Northam will be the recipient of headspace if there is a change 
of government at the next federal election. That was particularly well received because young people in our 
regional communities deal with a lot of issues. This was a day to remember the Anzacs. It was great to be there, 
and I thank the school community for doing such a wonderful job. 
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